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To Sum Up...

Faith Outreaches provide an excellent means fo testing and
increasing our fith. Stepping out ofthe comfort zone encour-
ages us to camestly seek God's will nd then look for ways
ow to apply it. When we enlist God's help in this way, we.
benefit from the ntrinsic rewards gained s a result of fulflling
our purpase of helping others, b also from sceing our materal
necds being met at the same time.

Faith Outreaches ae a helpful tool for realsing the practicsl
and spiritual benefits of Living-By-Faith...and folowing God
ona dailybasis in all sspects of our lives. Finally, Faith Out-
reaches are a preat way [0 prepare us or some of the core chal-
lenges we are likely o face in the years that ie head, as .
result of world developments.

1fyou would like to find out more about Faith Outreaches, o if
v would ik o sccompany s o Faith Ot some
point, you can reach us at getholdofus@hotmail.cor

Good luck!
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Faith Outreaches

In our colective, theterm Faith Outreach s used to deseribe

“faith outreaches”
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Itis understood from scrpture that the period of Great Tribu-
lation' s marked by 7 trumpets and Paul says in | Thessalo-

1 Corithians 13 we et more accurat piour o when

period of i fow days to:a fow
ks, and

this trumpet So, s cear that if

fora month or mare.
‘with jus the clothes on our backs and possibly @ ow items in
backpack (¢ bible, toothorush, penkife ¢tc. O o

occasions it has included taking a ent or lecping bag, and pos-

the 7
at the las trumpet, then this occurs t the end ofthe Tribula-
tion. This it n with what Jesus said himselFin Matthews 24
20-31: "immediately after the tribulation of those days..."

or rural set
both,
Introduction

Most people would agree that moden-day Christianity, a5

the period
during which this prophecy about the cashless society cormes.
to pas, they will need to do everything they can to prepare o
live without buying and sellng shead of ime.

lifepracticed and taught by Jesus, his disciples and the carly

Churches. In the affluent Wost, in particular, he vast maiorty

of professing Chiistians prefer 0 0pt for financial security and
the

S0, «
out ofthe church) about this urgent need and eventuality?

In light of thi, we beieve that Fith Outreaches are helpfulin

‘comfort boat in faith  hard, even alen, prospect for most
poopl toconsider, Howeer, walking onwaier i it Josus

provision, when we choose to step out in faith and seck to
sratr  ecple.. bt thy sl form of ccaary

. and it s what
and teaching others 0 do to0.

ovn lftme.

‘governed by faith rather than fear. Whatever is notof fith is

Howover,

i, wearsprobably st kidding urseles f e are

described assin, which means 'missing the mask’. The term willing 0 take the necessary seps to leam to live without
“Living By Faith is oftcn used within christian circles. ey seadof m. i wort preying ot e
per Faith Out.
1o ask God what e should be doing today, with  sincere
8

. Villngoess to do st thar?
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In 2004 & human implantable microchip called "VeriChip" was
offered to clubbers in the Baja Beach Club in Barcelona for
buying and seling of drinks. Only around 10,000 people
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e we open to hesring Him say that we should drop our ‘nets”
b, smbitions, carcers, burdens etc.)in order to fllow Him
wherever He leads?

ity applicatons) befor it was discontinied.

Howerer,what i showsd i et o the i e e
ology now exists o enable this prophecy about the cashless
Socicy i come to pas.

‘Whatis seriously concerning to us i that the vast majority of
elievers and non-believers) are not being prepared for his
For believers, one reasan fo this ack of preparation i down
0. teaching that believers are al ‘raptured (1

harms way) before the ‘Geat Tribularia,during which the
prophecy about the cashiess society is fulfled.

rusting in ourselves instead?

“This artcle is an atiempt 0 draw people back (o the Way of
Truth and Love aught 2000 years ago, and to demonsirate that
these ruths are as applicable and accessible oday as they were
when they were firsttaught,even though i can be hard 1
believe tis

W willstart by looking at the seriptural basis for Fath Out-
reaches, followed by a look at the practicaitcs of experiment-
ing,with Faith Outreaches. 1 you are someonc who does ot

consider yourself o have an active faithin God you may wish
toskip over the next secton (looking at the scriptural bass for

cvenuality.

iy
more on wishfulthinking than on sound doctrine. A lot of
professing Chiisians today don't want 0 consider that God
 llow:them to be put n  situation where they will actu-
ally suffer fortheir faith. This hos led to the Church denying
that we will go through the predicted Great Tribulaton’
because of a verse ths “spared from wrath".
However, it s worth pointing out tha there is a big difference
betwween a time of tesing for all(he ‘Great Tribulation’, and
the time when Giod pours out his anger (the 7 vials of Wrath)
those who have rjected him, which happens soon afer the
Great Tribulation

w
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Scriptural Basis for Faith Outrcaches

Hebrews 11 is a musteread on the subjectof fait. Verse |
s Tails e sbsanceof g ogd o, e cideve
of things nat seen. 1o become absessive about what
e oo and s, Oen e way o i sy 10

xpressed in thi artice to be helpful in your search for an alter-
native way of lving and being
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Faith Outreaches in Relation to
Prophecy & Future World Events
Whil there are many individuals (and communites) who have

opted out of mainstream society to varying degrees, there is 1
shortage of people who are willing to forsake all their posses-
orderto.

However, p

Sp

around clearly 1l
of which can end up retriting aur abliy to reach for new
spiitual heights

“But without futh it s impossible 0 please him: for he that
comes to God must blieve that e i, and that he is a
rewarder of them that diligently scek him.” (verse 6) Ifwe.
actinfear we diminish our experience oflf. Josus said "I
am come that they might have lfc and tha they migh have
it more abundantly” (ohn 10:10). How many ofus rul
believe this? And how many of us have taken the time to
explore what thislife entil, as ived and taught by C}
and his true followers.

hrist

Jesus said we can' serve two mastrs (God or money) and
that we have to make clear choice about which one we vill
work for (Matthew 6:24). He directed us to “scck first the
Kingdom of God and al s righteousness", making it clear
tha f we do, ur basic needs.of food and clthing would be

row (Matthew 6:34); that we should pick up our ross daily

(Luke 9:23); and that we should ust ak for our "daily bread"

(Matthew 6:11) Ineffect, we are being taught to live hand-
in complete dependency on God

2
of being led by God i, quite licraly,‘out o this world (while
being in it a the same time!): Itis also helpful preparation for
an eventualit we are alrcady scein the beginnings of, which
welll ook at a bit mre closely here:

is a prophecy in The Revelation (chapter 13:16-18) about
a final ‘Antichris system which forces people to wear a mark in
their right hand or forchead f they wish to buy and sell any-
thing.
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There is an invisible work going on here which can be a bit

hard o put o words. 1t s something we can't double-blulT

as well. For example, if we g0 into @ free work opportunity
i i tum,
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In Matthen 10, Jsus sends out his 12 disciples (and lter on, in
Luke 10, Jesus sends out another 70 discipls) with various
uideline, ncluding the instruction to share the message with
people and not o take any money,or thought or how they will

sceretly hopi
this usually backfies in some way.

1 we are doing something with & martivation other than love,
e won't actualy enjoy what we are doing, and it will el
just ke a system job. I addition to this, t

Tlping s more Tkl o pick up a e Jve ht ot e
tion is not pur... or God may decide to se up a situation

P

He says, .. for the workman is worthy of his meat” (Matthew
10:10), which goes to show that if we work for God, he will
provide us with food and anything else we need, in order 0 get
the job done.

where ping
probably to show us the wisdom of trusting Him more fully

“This work of trust and motivation is something which is
s 0 rgele with bt which we ae kly
ke mproveents vilh ot i, the more we expmm:m

we need? Tlow many of us want to let o of the things we donit
really need, which are probably responsible for why we are
choosing not o be dependent on Him? Jesus said "Foxes have
Toles and the birds of th air have nest but the Son of Man has
nowhere to lay his head. (Luke 9:58). Could our fear of cir-
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Breaking Free of the Catch-22
in Jationshiy

walking in the footsteps of Christ?

st P .l kB 1yt Pt
pleasure o give you the kingdom". (Luke 12:32) The real
esion s, do weacually blieve i

In Hebrenws 13:8, Paul says: "Jesus Chrst the same yest
nd o, and v he o . elevat o o s
2000 years ago. The orly thing that has changed is that there
are considerably fewer people who actally believe this now.
(Luke 188)

We are sending this atice out a a kind of message in a botle

who has the courage and desire 1 act o this beliefas well
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We have found that it s usually best 0 say less about our

th
familarenvironmens, because they sl bl e s
an altemative. They donit believe they have  choice. Jus

domost, i notal, ofthe ‘preaching! or us. However, because
o) e for oo o bave o complee sger

oo in o ek o ks ur s b we e
even thought of them. i

fen leads
b g ot abot whl e doing, whi

upose.. and whoss ot pltsr 1 0 ook aher e i
weare sinere aboutnding ot what ot pupos o being
here s. The problem is, i

s questions.
revealing more about why we are doing what we are doing.

smcne

helping and Weare
lives touched

i i an st sl lling prophey..of plce v
s

o found ot that evrytin you ey ned s -
Vided for when you find your rue purpose, then it is unlikel
ity wotid o bnck 10 e of e i
hinders this reality. However, many people argue that because:
they haven't experienced this then it doesn' exist... ather than

i that their lmited vision, or disbelict is probably the
rason vy bavet xprced s it s is some-
hing that can change when we choose t re-sructure ou

when we choose o help them out, without thought of gettng
something inretum from them. And the additional reward s
that we usually find our own necds get looked afer a5 el

Often, but not always, this comes from the people whom we
are helping, who fec inspired to offer s food, dink, cloth-
ing, sheler, showers et... However, on many occasions it
docs not come through the people we help, but through some.
other means. For example, on the Faith Outrcach mentioned
b, e e of us vl it 3 550 o e
evening, after e a frec work project clsewhere, and

ot
ekmovicgemnt i v | have  bin ha wo may be
wrong - and th mother way of going about
hige el Thi ks uth, ot 1 10 ks iy

Godis ot heolial consiru, o anargument 0 b o
jodis 1

A ot ot fo0d for o peole bad b et

ams bl e, seemingly st wiing o e i imponhl
a system oul of Living-By-Faih. IFit were possible,

ol bt Human e st wory s how

o gk e, Tht e o ik st ot oy

Vhom e o s vy . ot el i

{hitr e rats i o ot d o o e Epersacs
right here and right now.

5

2, he betie... s the more we worry, the more| et
I which wsally lads 0 worying oven
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Some past means have included making signboards (often

using cardboard thrown out on thesirce) offring free work,

free hugs, or even counseling. On other occasions we have
I
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God s a Living God, and the way we ean experience the truth of
this s for us to live ourlves to the ull, believing this.

on pavemens or walls. snmm.m e just ook for ways to be:
useful n a local community - .2.collecting rubbish from com-
el s and dvxcavdmg i respomsi: o viiing drop:

i they need any help. As you can imagine,
e o e v
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‘Why Go on a Faith Outreach?

There are many reasons for going on a Faith Outreach, but the
primary reason is to experience God's Kingdom and to share
this with others, while trusting tht our basic needs (food,
clothing, sheltr et will be looked afer, usually without us
Knowing how this willbe the case (hence the fith s

s bvedoubt 0 wheter G maybe i s thana
theological construct, then sepping out in fith, away fi

Alarge p
our variaus agendas. Faith Ouircaches are a gt way of
cnabling this, bocause they place us in & position of complete
dependency on Him. 1 we don't have a cluc about where wee
oing to be in 24 hours, how we are going o cat, of what we are

alot more camestly...just for starers!

The vy cut o the U221 s s G el

in i ol wears considerbly mre el o v the
d strengh 0 enable us o break free of the Catch-22 of

e Symem s Sy et s e o of

comfort, routine, distrustand fear, set up to take God out of the

fre rests in whether we want o be free. If we do, then there is
more chance that we wil tst the prison wals and come to

o this,the mre likely it s that we will choose to
o o s gy Wl i e vpeone e
reedom that i available o us ‘o the other sde’.
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gt o Fth Oucies b g of

tual bonds betuveen the people who go on
e Winesivg e st bt o o
develop an camest expectation for any future Faith Outreaches
we go on, which can help us through any challenging times we
may face on those too.

*Seek First The Kingdom' (aka Being Usefull)

familar ean
sater i misconception, s og s we remain genuinely
open to being pr ong.

Our Chrisian work can (ironically) get in the way of us being.
3 Chrsan. i canlead o et bt Fith Out
Teache ara et woy o gt wack o aur e v

(Revenion 24)and t ok all(Like 1433 gain by

reer o sy dingwmetin - ought oy
docs resultin s helping people out in some way: The
Soes o get e ar what r e e ofhe s, and
how are we being called to best il these?

“There have been some Faith Outreaches where we have feltled
o focus more on 'nteach’ time togther, working on inerper-
H

forcing us nto »

were doing... which can re-ignitc our inspiration on many
levels.

Practical Considerations

Finding people (even just one other person) to accompany s
ona Faith Outreach is advisable. Being in a community of

iated ther lives tolistening to God and.
following him s helpful i this regard. However, for people
who do not five in such a community, and who may have a b
b reponsbilie it my st be o cose of e
some time (e.g.a few days) and coordinating with others,
whether friends, fumily, o ourselves.

7

“reaching out’ hence the
e o Ouenh. That ey o i otenh b
taken in the past, and i lkely there il be many different
forms that future Faith Outreaches take as well: Fxperimenta-
tion, openness and flexibility are key

“There is a time t0 draw on the experience of what has worked
wellin the past... however this can also get in the way of
things working well in th present, if we are not open to
hearing God saying something different to s. There have
been times when God s lef it up o us o decide the means
through which we help people, and how we set about comma-
picating this opportunity to them... although in other circum-
s we have found that God has given us cear pointers

about a particular approach to tak »
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gt ouslves i v o st i vhes vt
is provision was made a ot clearer. This has

walking a few miles, we saw .
ot ot V(e he e oy o s
ad been o the iy s we id ko his lce i)

taken Lor
Someons ot s) ot ing pope o g k.

other oceasions where we have felt that God
s el o apench

s’ e had started out with a more
g ine sy

Ona oo it Ot wo rcsivd thewords e
apmy

mmw leading s prompt fo us t0 go o Forttude
Valley!

Whewwe s i et of i s s winderd
pedestrian sreet. Amazingly, right in
e of e o it ver & e ol il A3
it happens, we sat down on a bench close by and got talking fo
a guy whom we laer found out owned a Turkish restaurant...
We

maydepnd onhe vl o it s xpeencof s pope
takingpr, bt ot

daring ich i wo ud many nspirng nracions with

our decision

Tl and ottt

faith,

“There may be more clrity from God in certain situations than
i v

above,
inds it o bes wat God i 0yl s o
it

s
did inthe Faith Outreach mentioned above, or we have m
which

ing oot
uing which we asked God for Teadings i order o help s
decide what our first moves should be (N.B. 2 leading'refers
o what we receive in.a lstening time, whether it be some
words,a vision, Bible verse etc). One of us recsived a vision
of  turtl; one of s received an image of a spiral; and one of
s received the word "Fortitude”. We were quite close 102
erat the time, 50 we took the turte vision to mean that

and it important o not worry when things o't seemingly
work out, s often they end up doing o if we ust rust.

Challenges and Expectations

s hard to prepare people for all the challenges they are:
likely to face during a Faith Outreach. However, just
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Ifweacti

prep
10
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strengh in order 1o meet these challenges head-on, and to
ome outthe other side both stronger and wiser.

On a practica level, we have often found tht he first2 10 3
days ofa i

vorsin With what we'e dojng, whic s on ofthe easons
iing (i el -1 sk pople aware ot s apporanity
ind sppon i

‘o mey ot sl b ik sbow i - Coleges
can range from going through caffen withdrawas... 0 strug-
ing o et cler sens of ow God may b eading .10
coden it od e it gres on Howeres betce
throwing in the

havmg s experience and Rllnwshlv of others who have can.
ially helpful and spiriually reassuring.

Howercy white i -t ot o 5 ot Tore e

scores of people throughout history who have lef everything

ok e o i . o e e worh g

wards which we usm“y find re well worth going through
(hechallnges for Changig our ccumsinces e die, o
ol outine, o whaterr can be challnging. bt tcan

ith by them-
selves,cither fora stnt or permanently. It al depends on our
Level o faith and whether God i lading us o do this. Thats
the most important aspect o work out - the faithpart - as the
restnaturally follows on from th

. who (0 ake, where (o go e itis

our lives.
aware of ourlimit, bu it i equally important not 0 place:
limits on aurselves which are not helpful. Giod knows our
Timits a ot more than we do, and being stetched is usualy the
way we fnd out just what we're capable of... with Gods help,
of course!

Something we commonly find on Faith Outreaches is how
thankful we are for any ltle kindness shown to u, o form of
provision that comes our way. The other side of the coi of
leting go and forsaking something, i immense gratiude when
something lands on our plate. Gandhisaid tha we appreciate
our food when we are hungry ("Hunger i the bestsaucel”).
very e, We also develop more empathy for those.

people in the world who go without on a more regular basis

u

helpful
ation e, including any factorsthat may influence where we
‘20.and how long to go for. In additon to counseling there are

other means of inding God's will which can provide guidance
and dirction (ike circumstances, or  dirct revelation we may
receive through lstening and praye).

Onmon P Ouecher we et it oy sy o

s, we bave
ooty g e spesch o e o
reluxing his

In other siuations,the reverse has been true - .. we have
ended up taking s hrder fine on ourselves



